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“Ninna Marni”

(Kaurna words for “Hello, how are you?”)

“We would like to acknowledge the Kaurna people as the traditional custodians and carers of the 

greater Adelaide region, and that the place where we are meeting and making decisions today is on 

the traditional lands of the Kaurna people. We acknowledge, accept and respect Kaurna people’s 

relationship with country and their cultural and spiritual beliefs. We recognise that Kaurna 

heritage, knowledge and skills are of critical importance to Australian people and the landscape 

today.”



“Under the NWI (2004) there should be Indigenous representation in water planning with 

incorporation of Indigenous social, spiritual and customary objectives and strategies for 

achieving these objectives. Governments are now in the early stages of implementing the NWI 

objectives and “formally recognising Aboriginal relationships with water for spiritual, cultural 

and economic purposes” …….and through policy, legislation and programs, provide Aboriginal 

access to water”

An even greater challenge is;

• reconnecting Aboriginal people back to traditional lands and to provide for and support 

Aboriginal relationships to communities and country in ways which do not ultimately 

fragment them.

• their access to and control over it and their contribution and values about it acknowledged.

• How well have we done?



Kokotha Men Wilgena 

Station SA 

Kokotha and Barngarla Elders - Thurlga Station SA



Arabana Country: 

Artwork by Jody Warren 



Leaching the poison – The importance of process and partnership

in working with Yolngu

Rarriwuy Marika a, Yalmay Yunupingu a, Raymattja Marika-Mununggiritj b, Samantha 

Muller
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Connecting to country Kokotha Elder and kids - Gawler Ranges SA









Revisiting water sites is a big part of how Arabana people 

stay connected to their country and important areas, 

enabling collection of information about each site

(Photo: M Nursey-Bray) 



Tjuwanpa Rangers at Ellery Big Hole NT



Storage for collection of Cultural 

and Ecological information;

•Password protected;

•Restrictions for men and women;

•Storage for inputting data but 

also an output for reports;

•Knowledge for future 

generations;

•Photos, videos and audio storage;

•Limited access by public;

•Controlled by the Gawler Ranges 

Group;

•GIS/GPS software for mapping

Gawler Ranges Cultural 

and Ecological Database



Proportions of the 1000 native and 99 non-native flora in the greater

Lockerbie Scrub recognised as of cultural or conservation significance

Incorporating Indigenous values with

‘Western’ conservation values in

sustainable biodiversity management

A.J.J. Lynch, D.G. Fell and S. McIntyre-Tamwoy



Kokotha and Barngarla Elders - Lake Everard Station SA














