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1. Australian cotton industry’s voluntary farm and environmental
management system

2. Incorporates latest science and research and drives continuous
iImprovement

3. Designed for all cotton growers; small to large businesses

4. Starts with an online self-assessment of best management practices by
the grower — benchmark current practices against industry standards

5. Growers access information & resources to improve farm management
practices — become more sustainable

6.  Option for myBMP certification (3" party farm audit), then access to
sustainable cotton markets, BCI
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How does it work?

e

Levels:
MﬁMP 1. Legal requirements

.COm.au

2. Industry best
practice

3. Innovative
practices

myBMP Certification:
e audit levels 1 & 2

* Eligible for BCI (Better
Cotton Initiative)
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CONTACTUS | ADVISORS | MYBMP MATTERS
| rickk@cotton.org.au | Change Password - Logo:

myBMP - for growers, powered by research...

myBMP demonstrates to the community the Australian cotton industry’s improved farming practices and careful management of our natural resources.

Get the latest scientific knowledge, resources and personal support to meet best practice standards along the entire cotton value chain right here.

www.mybmp.com.au

REVIEW myBMP MODULES AND LINKS

BIOSECURITY BIOTECHNOLOGY ENERGY AND INPUT
EFFICIENCY

PESTICIDE MANAGEMENT [J PETR EMICAL STORAGE
HANDLING

DEMONSTRATIONS

WATER MANAGEMENT
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Dawson and Callide Valleys Central Highlands
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Pesticide use down 92%
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* . Legume rotations
. .Better nutrient efficiency
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Water efficiency up 40% (2002 - 2013) fitzroy
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Riparian areas — average 7.5km per farm
“Native corridors, improved habitat
Improved species biodiversity — IPM

Jlnproved water quality
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Natural Assets/Healthy water - example checklists

Stabilise riverbanks and waterways to reduce erosion

Check List:

Level 1

Level 2

Level 2
Level 2

Level 3

Level 3

Obtain technical advice and relevant approvals before commencing any works in-stream or along banks including the removal
of materials such as logs and gravel

|dentify potential and existing erodible areas (eg pump sites) along riverbanks and reduce impacts such as those from stock
and vehicles

Leave native vegetation, logs, woody debris and rocks along banks to provide bank stability
Stock access managed to minimise bank instability, damage to native vegetation and promote regeneration

Plant deep-rooted perennial native vegetation or allow natural regeneration along riverbanks to a minimum width of 20m out
from the top of the bank

Exclude stock from natural riverbanks and waterways

Maintain or improve water quality

Check List:

Level 2
Level 2
Level 2

Level 3

All riparian land is identified on the farm map as a sensitive area
Minimise farm runoff contaminating natural waterways
Apply irrigation water efficiently and uniformly to help reduce the risk of salinity

Seasonally monitor and record groundwater levels and water quality for groundwater, rivers and creeks (e.g. EC, pH & SAR)
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Take home messages fitzro
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* myBMP allows the cotton industry to both drive and demonstrate practice change

* At first BMP was about protecting our “social licence” - before the term was
invented

* [tis a powerful policy tool - it gives our industry a high level of recognition and
credibility

 Grower take-up still presents a challenge - “What is in it for me? ($$$$9)





