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What is myBMP 

1. Australian cotton industry’s voluntary farm and environmental 
management system 

2. Incorporates latest science and research and drives continuous 
improvement  

3. Designed for all cotton growers; small to large businesses 
4. Starts with an online self-assessment of best management practices by 

the grower – benchmark current practices against industry standards 
5. Growers access information & resources to improve farm management 

practices – become more sustainable 
6. Option for myBMP certification (3rd party farm audit), then access to 

sustainable cotton markets, BCI 
 

 
 



How does it work? 

Levels: 

1. Legal requirements 

2. Industry best 
practice 

3. Innovative 
practices 

 

myBMP Certification: 

•  audit  levels 1 & 2 

• Eligible for BCI (Better 
Cotton Initiative) 



www.mybmp.com.au 



Farm participation in the Fitzroy Basin 
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Farm status achieved 

Total number of myBMP farms, and  the status achieved  
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Dawson and Callide Valleys Central Highlands 



• BT cotton 
• More targeted application 
• Precision technology 
 

Camera spray 

Pesticide use down 92%  



Soil Health 

• Improved ground cover 
• Increased soil carbon 
• Legume rotations 
• Better nutrient efficiency 



Water efficiency up 40% (2002 – 2013) 



 



Natural Assets 

• Riparian areas – average 7.5km per farm  
• Native corridors, improved habitat condition 
• Improved species biodiversity – IPM 
• Improved water quality 



Natural Assets/Healthy water – example checklists  



Take home messages 

• myBMP allows the cotton industry to both drive and demonstrate practice change 

• At first BMP was about protecting our “social licence” – before the term was 
invented 

• It is a powerful policy tool – it gives our industry a high level of recognition and 
credibility 

• Grower take-up still presents a challenge – “What is in it for me?   ($$$$$) 

 

 




